
 

June 20, 2017 

 

The Honorable Diane Black   The Honorable John Yarmuth 

Chairman     Ranking Member 

Committee on the Budget                 Committee on the Budget 

United States House of Representatives  United States House of Representatives 

Washington, DC  20515                 Washington, DC  20515 

 

Dear Chairman Black and Ranking Member Yarmuth:  

 

I am writing to you today on behalf of Catholic Charities USA (CCUSA), the national office for the 

177 Catholic Charities agencies and affiliated organizations in the United States and its territories.  

As you consider federal spending priorities for the Fiscal Year 2018 Budget Resolution, we urge you 

to prioritize and protect programs that support and uplift the poor and vulnerable in our country.  

 

Across the nation 43.1 million people live in poverty and 15.8 million U.S. households suffer from 

food insecurity, including three million households with children.  While our economy continues to 

recover, far too many people are being left behind facing an uncertain future.  In response to these 

challenges, Catholic Charities agencies continue to provide essential and lifesaving services to the 

poor.  Last year alone Catholic Charities agencies served 8.4 million individuals; provided more than 

600,000 people with educational support; helped 155,000 expectant mothers with counseling, 

prenatal care and job training services; gave foster care support to over 63,000 children at risk of 

abuse and neglect; and provided mentoring and support services to  325,000 seniors. 

 

These individuals, however, are more than statistics -- they are our neighbors, our family members 

and our friends who want a better future for themselves and their children.  Catholic Charities staff 

and volunteers across the country see the face of poverty daily as they work to lift people out of 

poverty and advocate for justice.  As you discuss the Fiscal Year 2018 Federal Budget, CCUSA urges 

you also to remember the faces of those persons who live in poverty and work hard to build a better 

future for themselves and their families. 

  

While CCUSA supports the responsible use of our nation’s fiscal resources and has worked 

consistently to improve effectiveness in anti-poverty programs, reforms that seek only to cut our 

nation’s social safety net will further strain efforts to meet individual needs and risk pushing more 

Americans into poverty. CCUSA, therefore, urges you to work together to craft a Fiscal Year 2018 

Budget Resolution that rejects dramatic cuts in key social safety net programs. Instead, we urge you 

to work together to find a bipartisan solution that provides relief from sequester cuts and gives priority 

to programs that support the poor and vulnerable. 

 

CCUSA stands ready to work with you to find meaningful solutions to poverty. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 
 

Sr. Donna Markham OP, Ph.D.   

President & CEO        

Catholic Charities USA 


