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This year we are offering a Conference Retreat and nine Conference Institutes that will provide 

a deeper look into important issues, such as: Best Practices in Adoption; Optimizing the 

Intersection of Development, Marketing and Communications; Results-Based Leadership: A 

New Approach to Program Success; Mind Your P’s and Q’s: Policies, Procedures and Questions 

– Finance Institute; Retreat: Traveling the Road to Jerusalem – A Danger or a Blessing.

Four dynamic keynote speakers will address the gathering:

•    Sr. Donna Markham OP, PhD 
President & CEO, Catholic Charities USA

•    Rev. J. Bryan Hehir 
Parker Gilbert Montgomery Professor of the Practice of Religion and Public Life,  
Harvard Kennedy School 

•    Mary Jo Bane, Ed.D 
Thornton Bradshaw Professor of Public Policy and Management,  
Harvard Kennedy School

•    Most Rev. Joseph Tyson 
Bishop of Yakima

Additionally, attendees will have 40 workshops from which to choose. Topics will include best 
practices in behavioral health, parish social ministry, immigration and refugee resettlement. The 
opportunity to earn up to 12.25 continuing education credits for Social Work and Professional 
Counseling is available.

Please visit www.ccusaannualgathering.org to register today!

Keynote Speakers:

Catholic Charities USA’s Annual Gathering is the pre-eminent convening of Catholic  

Charities professionals, volunteers, and partners to advance our work, strategize about 

poverty reduction, and celebrate our shared identity. Attendees will come away with 

innovative program ideas, templates for future work, and new skills to reduce poverty.

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN! 

Mary Jo Bane, Ed.D

Most Rev. Joseph Tyson

Sr. Donna Markham OP, PhD

Rev. J. Bryan Hehir
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Sheena Lefaye Crews, Senior Creative Director at CCUSA, and I were 
privileged to make site visits at two Catholic Charities agencies in prep-
aration for this summer edition of Charities USA, the theme of which 
is early life issues.

The two agencies are Catholic Charities Community Services of Phoenix 
and Catholic Charities Archdiocese of Denver. Both are profiled in the 
pages that follow, highlighting their services in the areas of pregnancy, 
adoption and foster care.

As a cradle Catholic, who has worked 23 years for the Church (mostly 
in parishes until arriving at CCUSA), I thought I had a pretty good idea 
of what Church is: It’s not so much a building as it is the people of 
God; it is universal in scope, but local in most people’s experience; it 
involves Mass and the sacraments at the parish, as well as work in the 
missions. More could be added to the list, but it matters little unless 
the idea becomes a reality.

This was made clear to me in Phoenix and Denver as I visited preg-
nancy centers, homeless shelters for single mothers and their children, 
and day care programs; and as I talked with counselors, nurses, and 
social workers. The thought flashed across my mind like a lightning 

bolt: “I’m in church.” There were no stained-glass windows, no burn-
ing incense, no angelic choir; in fact, there were examination rooms, 
bulletin boards detailing daily duties, and closets full of diapers and 
baby formula.

But were these places really church? Yes, because in these places 
Christ, through a case manager, ministered to a pregnant woman ad-
dicted to drugs; and Christ, in a young mother looking for work, re-
ceived care from a job counselor. The words of Christ – “whatever you 
did for the least of these, you did for me” (Mt 25:40) – were not just 
an idea in the services and staff members of these Catholic Charities 
agencies that I witnessed, and no doubt the same can be said for all 
Catholic Charities agencies. What I witnessed was the idea, so elo-
quently expressed by St. Paul to the Church at Colossae, come to life: 
you must become the place where “Christ is all and in all” (3:11). n

David Werning, Managing Editor
To comment on this issue, please write to David Werning at  

dwerning@CatholicCharitiesUSA.org.
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“As Catholic Charities, we labor in the 
streets inviting and serving those who have 
been left out to know and experience the 
tremendous and abundant love of God 
through Jesus Christ.”

Over the course of the past year, Catholic Charities leaders have been engaged in a process of ar-
ticulating our vision and strategic priorities for the next five years. In the expression of that vision, 
we have underscored our deep commitment to those who are most vulnerable among us when 
we say:

“As Catholic Charities, we labor in the streets inviting and serving those who have been left out to 
know and experience the tremendous and abundant love of God through Jesus Christ. We commit 
ourselves to break down walls of division that keep sisters and brothers separated from one an-
other, excluded, or rendered disposable by society. With joy, we resolve to build bridges of hope, 
mercy and justice toward the creation of a culture of communal care responsive to the cries of 
those who are poor.”

In this issue you will get a glimpse of how our Catholic Charities agencies serve vulnerable children, 
support pregnant women, and facilitate adoptions and foster care. While each time I have an op-
portunity to visit one of our agencies I am struck by how dedicated our coworkers are in their sup-
port of people at every state of their development, in this edition I wanted to share with you some 
wonderful stories of our agencies extending care to children and moms-to-be.

In tandem with the direct service provided through our agencies, our national office meets regular-
ly with those who craft and implement policy to advocate for legislation that protects our children. 
Working together through direct service and advocacy, the ministry of Catholic Charities offers a 
formidable witness to the mercy and justice extended by Jesus toward those most in need of love 
and care.

Sr. Donna Markham OP, PhD
President & CEO

PRESIDENT’S

COLUMN
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LOVE  
FOR LIFE
A

mong all the many important concerns regarding the family that Pope Francis ad-
dresses in his recent apostolic exhortation Amoris Laetitia (On Love in the Family, 
March 19, 2016), one of them, according to the pope, merits a special reminder of 
its need to be protected in our day and age:

I feel it urgent to state that, if the family is the sanctuary of life, the place where life is con-
ceived and cared for, it is a horrendous contradiction when it becomes a place where life is 
rejected and destroyed. So great is the value of a human life, and so inalienable the right 
to life of an innocent child growing in the mother’s womb, that no alleged right to one’s own 
body can justify a decision to terminate that life, which is an end in itself and which can 
never be considered the “property” of another human being. The family protects life in all its 
stages, including its last. [83]

The sentiment expressed by Pope Francis is, of course, fully in line with the fundamental prin-
ciple of Catholic Social Teaching: The dignity of the human person from conception to natural 
death.1 Catholic Charities has always embraced this principle as a guide to its ministry. When 
considering the effectiveness of programs and services, and when advocating for just social pol-
icies, Catholic Charities asks how the dignity of the human person will be respected. This is true 
when the person being served is an adult or a child.

With the release of Amoris Laetitia an opportunity presented itself to look again at how Catholic 
Charities serves families in the areas of early life, including pregnancy, adoption and foster care. 
From its beginnings in 1910, the movement of Catholic Charities has always been active in the 

“...the family is the sanctuary 
of life, the place where life is 
conceived and cared for...” 
 —  Amoris Laetitia (On Love in the Family, March 19, 2016)

P R E G N A N C Y  |  A D O P T I O N  |  F O S T E R  C A R E

Photo: Catholic Social Services of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia (CSS)



care of children, from managing orphanages to facilitat-
ing adoptions. Times change, however; and while Catholic 
Charities still operates according to the same fundamen-
tal principles of the Catholic faith, it also adjusts its pro-
grams and services to meet people in the present histori-
cal moment. 

The key to service is respecting the dignity of the person 
being served, taking for granted that no matter what the 
person looks like, believes in, or what stage of life he or 
she has reached, that person is a brother or sister made 
in the image of God. Jesus established this dignity once 
and for all by his dying and rising for all, making us – as St. 
Paul says – adopted children of God (Eph 1:5). An impor-
tant task of Catholic Charities is to help people recognize 
and live their dignity as God’s children, which includes, of 
course, treating them as such.

The challenges are considerable, but not insurmountable. 
Pope Francis notes in Amoris Laetitia (AL):

The Bible is full of families, births, love stories and 
family crises. This is true from its very first page, with 
the appearance of Adam and Eve’s family with all its 
burdens of violence but also its enduring strength to 
its very last page, where we behold the wedding feast 
of the Bride and the Lamb. [8]

The world of today is similar: Families experience a mix of 
joy and sadness. Many people are blessed with good sit-
uations, but many experience domestic violence, divorce 
and crises of every sort. Sadly the challenges for family 
life in modern times often center on early life issues, such 

as unexpected pregnancies, neglectful parents and aban-
doned children. Sometimes families do not (or cannot) re-
spond well to difficult situations, but whatever the reason 
the need to meet the challenges is vital to the families’ 
well-being. Pope Francis says, moreover, that the difficult 
moments are when Church institutions need to step in “to 
support families and help them grow” [AL, 229], which 
Catholic Charities is, and has been, doing.

Consider Rachel’s* story as an example: A single mother 
of six, she moved with her children last year to San 
Marcos, Texas for a chance at a better life. She had no 
idea that five days later a flood would change her plans. 
The waters washed away all her possessions, including her 
newly-acquired home. Rachel turned to Catholic Charities 
of Central Texas for help, and she received everything she 
needed to begin again. Overwhelmed by the whole situa-
tion, Rachel started to cry, saying over and over: “I have no 
family here. I have no one to lean on.” A Catholic Charities 
staff person wrapped her arm around Rachel and said, 
“We will be your family.”

Rachel’s story is just one example of what millions of 
people have experienced with Catholic Charities: A family 
to lean on before, during, and after a crisis, when there 
seemed to be no one else. There are countless stories 
to tell. What follows are a few more, specifically two pro-
files and seven vignettes of Catholic Charities agencies, 
describing how the agencies have been family to people 
in need, particularly in the area of early life.

*Name is changed to protect privacy.

“Pope Francis says, moreover, that the 
difficult moments are when Church 
institutions need to step in ‘to support 
families and help them grow...’”
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1 In Laudato Sí Pope Francis notes that humanity’s respect for life is all-encompassing: “Since everything is interrelated, concern for the protection of nature is also incom-

patible with the justification of abortion. How can we genuinely teach the importance of concern for other vulnerable beings, however troublesome or inconvenient they may 

be, if we fail to protect a human embryo, even when its presence is uncomfortable and creates difficulties? ‘If personal and social sensitivity towards the acceptance of the 

new life is lost, then other forms of acceptance that are valuable for society also wither away.’” (no. 120)

Photo: Catholic Social Services of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia (CSS)
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Asked about his role as President and CEO of Catholic 
Charities Community Services of Phoenix (CCCS), Paul 
Mulligan does not hesitate: “A great image to hold on to 
is the merciful father who restores the dignity of his child.”

It’s not that Paul thinks of his 462 staff members, who 
have strong professional expertise in the social services 
field, as children; he just thinks it is important to create 
a climate that is more of a family room than a courtroom. 

“I want people who work at Catholic Charities to feel a 
family connection,” Paul says, “because you can’t give 
what you don’t have.” When a staff member’s experience 
at work is family-like, then that experience can be passed 
on to a client, who is in need of loving attention as much 
as competent and skilled care.

“I love that image of the Father as mercy,” Paul continues. 
“You have the counter-image of the father as judge: you’re 
in a courtroom, and there’s going to be a verdict, and 
you’re going to be guilty, and you’re going to pay. But then 
there’s the merciful father image of the Jewish father run-
ning over to the fence line and looking for his child day 
after day after day, finding him and running toward him, 
and welcoming him back into the family, and yet the child 
never really left. You’ve been here all this time the father 
says to the child. You may have been far off and away, but 
you’ve always been with me.”

This is the message Paul and the CCCS staff try to mani-
fest to each other and to their clients. “The gift is uncondi-
tional love, so all have an image of God’s love.” The tragedy 

is that so many people have not experienced this kind of 
love, especially those on the margins of society.  The latter 
group often includes those who are experiencing challeng-
es with early life issues: pregnant teens, single mothers, 
abandoned children and absent fathers. They may have 
experienced in their lives a lack of acceptance, either be-
cause of having done something wrong or because of 
being seen as a burden. The crucial question is how to re-
verse this negative influence so that they know their God-
given dignity and live by it.

CCCS knows the way to begin: “Finding Christ in the per-
sons who need help;” and how to follow through: “serv-
ing needy persons whenever they need help so they seek 
Christ and know they are loved.” 

Tami Bohannon, Vice President of Advancement at CCCS, 
says that “the woman who places a baby with CCCS for 
adoption can call back in ten years to receive counseling; 
we’re not going to just abandon the birth mother once the 
baby has been adopted.” Such commitment to an on-go-
ing relationship is characteristic of all the services CCCS 
provides, including programs centered on early life issues.

PREGNANCY COUNSELING
In the area of pregnancy counseling, CCCS contracts 
with Maggie’s Place which provides houses of hospital-
ity to pregnant and parenting women in need. There are 
four houses in Arizona and a resource center in Phoenix. 
Rebecca Sauer, a counselor and Senior Program Manager 

PROFILES OF LIFE

SHARING GOD’S
MERCY

C A T H O L I C  C H A R I T I E S  C O M M U N I T Y  S E R V I C E S  O F  P H O E N I X : “When a staff member’s experience at work is family-like, then that experience can be passed  
on to a client, who is in need of loving attention as much as competent and skilled care.”
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with CCCS, made the first contact with Maggie’s Place ten years ago 
and oversees the counseling services there. “It was such a good fit for 
our agency,” says Rebecca. “Maggie’s Place matches our mission state-
ment perfectly because it seeks to permanently change a woman’s life, 
and her children’s, for the better.”

How that change can happen is explained by Julie Carlberg, Director of 
Programs for Maggie’s Place: “We really believe here that you have to 
look at the whole person. We aim to provide wrap-around services for 
the moms that we serve.” It begins by dealing with a woman’s emotion-
al state when she first comes to Maggie’s Place, for many of the women 
have had traumatizing childhoods. “So we’re going to first make sure 
that moms receive the healing that they need, the counseling that they 
need,” says Julie. Then the up-building begins.

The wrap-around services cover everything that the clients need to 
change their lives for the better and to have a positive parenting expe-
rience with their children. Housing, medical care, job training, educa-
tion, food, daycare, ongoing counseling, parenting classes, mentoring: 
Everything is provided free-of-charge through the generosity of private 
foundations and donors. While living at Maggie’s Place, the women are 
asked to either work toward completing their education or gaining sus-
tainable employment. But even when they transition out of Maggie’s 
Place, the women are always considered members of the community 
and can still access all the services when they need them.

CCCS also provides unplanned pregnancy counseling 24 hours a day 
with staff ready to answer any and every call. Many nights, staff get 
calls at 2 a.m. from distressed young women who are struggling to 
make a decision either to abort or to choose adoption for their children.

Alicia O’Loughlin, CCCS Child Welfare Director, says, “We know that 
a crisis doesn’t only happen during business hours. When a person 
makes the decision to reach out for help, that help needs to be there 
immediately. We know that it can help to talk to someone who cares 
and who can provide information to better understand adoption and 
all the different aspects of the process.”

Sacrificing a lot of their personal time and working at all hours of the 
night, the staff work together like a family. Alicia attributes their com-
mitment to a commonly-held conviction: “We all truly believe that 
adoption is a loving choice for women faced with an unexpected preg-
nancy. It’s also a difficult decision for many birth parents. Each parent 
who has chosen this option should be celebrated for her courage and 
bravery.”

ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE
CCCS is available not only to help people with the gestation and birth 
of a baby, but also to facilitate the adoption and foster care of children, 
guiding the birth mothers, and adoptive or foster care parents, through 
the entire process. It’s part of CCCS’ array of services that are close to 
Paul’s heart, because he and his wife adopted two children (they also 
have a birth son). “It definitely influences the way I approach my role 
as president and CEO,” Paul says. The bottom line is that children are 
always a gift, no matter the circumstances, and they deserve a stable 
and loving home. Paul adds that through CCCS’ adoption and foster 
care services, “we make families possible for so many people,” a fact 
that is confirmed by the following stories of a birth mother, adoptive 
parents, and a foster care couple.

Collette* is very open about the road she was on prior to becoming 
pregnant: “For the ten years before, my life was not happy. I was in and 
out of jail, and I was a drug addict.” She did not become aware of her 
pregnancy until she was arrested on a trespassing charge for trying 
to break into a home. In jail, during a medical exam, Collette learned 
that she was with child. She made a collect call to her mother and 
prayed that she would answer. Usually her mom did not, knowing what 
the collect call meant. But this time she did, and she told Collette to 
call CCCS.

Teresa Doud, Adoptions Specialist at CCCS, connected with Collette. 
Normally this would involve a face-to-face visit, but Collette was not 
able to receive visitors in jail, so the meeting took place via video chat. 
Teresa explained the adoption process to Collette, making sure that 
she knew all her options. Collette says that while the baby was grow-
ing within her, she knew that she wanted to give him the best life pos-
sible and that meant letting another family raise him. “I didn’t want a 
child to be in an environment that I was in. I wanted him to have a nice 
house, food, and loving parents. And he’s got that now.” Even though 

adoption was the right decision for her, Collette still felt sadness about 
not being able to see her child, until Teresa mentioned the possibili-
ty of an “open adoption,” which means that the birth mother is able 
to have visits.

After being released from jail, Collette worked reaching and maintain-
ing sobriety. In August 2013, Collette gave birth to a healthy boy, and 
she does see him from time to time. She remains connected to CCCS 
and to Teresa, who has helped her get a place to live, and receive ben-
efits. “It’s been a long road to get here,” says Collette, “but it’s so worth 
it.” Collette is grateful for the help she has received, and now volun-
teers to speak with couples wanting to adopt and acts as a mentor for 
people in Narcotics Anonymous.

When speaking of CCCS, Collette is effusive in her praise: “They have 
helped me so much, and I am so grateful to them; I owe them my life. 
It’s been a way to help my child enter the world and live in a world 
that’s not going to be painful for him. He has all the opportunities now 
that I wasn’t able to give him.” Collette is also very positive about her 

A BIRTH MOTHER
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“Right when we walked in, it just felt 
comfortable.  A lot of our questions  
were answered right then, and it was  
really informative. It felt like we were  
talking with family. ”

— Tiffany

own life: “I stay connected to Teresa, who’s like my mentor, and I stay 
connected to God. As long as I keep choosing to be sober, I know I 
have a bright future.”

* Name is changed to protect privacy.

ADOPTIVE PARENTS
Before becoming adoptive parents, Tiffany and Cody struggled with in-
fertility. They spent a lot of time and money on doctor visits, medica-
tions, and procedures. Finally, at one point, they knew it was not going 
to work. Tiffany remembers thinking, “We did all of this for nothing.” Yet 
looking back she also says that their marriage became “so much stron-
ger because of what we went through.” Together they concluded, “God 
had a different plan for us.”

Cody mentioned adoption first. Driving to work each day, he would 
listen to a popular radio show. The announcer on the program had 
spoken often of his adopted son, so Cody decided to email him for 
advice, not knowing where else to turn. A reply came back: “Use 
Catholic Charities. Do whatever they tell you to do; it’ll work.”

Tiffany, however, was not certain at this point how she felt about adop-
tion. “I hadn’t mourned the idea of us not having our own biological 
child,” she says. “I was going through the emotional side of it: I wasn’t 
100 percent there.” But she did agree to sign up for and attend the ori-
entation program with Cody at CCCS, and that made all the difference 
for Tiffany. “Right when we walked in, it just felt comfortable. A lot of our 
questions were answered right then, and it was really informative. It felt 
like we were talking with family.”

CCCS assigned adoptions specialist Jen Harris to Tiffany and Cody, who 
walked with them throughout the adoption process. Jen helped not 
only with the state certification and all the other paper work, but also 
with managing expectations and anticipating emotions. Tiffany says, 

“Catholic Charities was completely up front about the different scenar-
ios that might happen.”

As it turned out, Tiffany and Cody had a bit of a rollercoaster ride. They 
had received the good news in January 2016 that a birth mother had 
chosen their profile as the kind of couple she wanted for her baby. 
Tiffany and Cody were overjoyed, but just a few days later they heard 
from CCCS that the birth mother had changed her mind. Now she 
wanted to raise the child herself. Tiffany and Cody were disappointed, 
but they understood that the situation happened often in the adoption 
process. A few weeks passed when the birth mother contacted CCCS 
again and stated (definitively) that she did want her child to be adopt-
ed. Jen called Tiffany and Cody, and she added that she was bringing 
the child immediately.

It was one last ride on the rollercoaster. Tiffany and Cody had not yet 
prepared a room for a child, so Cody drove to the nearest baby store 
and told the clerk, “I need everything to keep a child alive for the next 
week.” Tiffany remembers that day in February: “It was emotional, crazy. 
The good thing about Catholic Charities – something I can’t thank them 
enough for – is that they videotaped the whole thing, the delivery at 
our doorstop and our reactions to seeing [the baby] for the first time.”

That’s how Harper came to Tiffany and Cody. “I thank Harper’s mother 
every day,” says Tiffany. She is grateful to CCCS as well: “They were with 
us every step of the way – checking in on us, texting us, seeing if we 
were ok. They still do. We had actually given our profile to an adoption 
attorney, and we didn’t receive one phone call. Not one.”

Tiffany and Cody’s gratitude to CCCS has prompted them to reach out 
to other couples. “We still talk to people from our orientation class.” 
They are hoping to organize regular get-togethers for adoptive parents 
to share stories and information. Both Tiffany and Cody are also quick 
to sing the praises of CCCS to couples they meet who are consider-
ing adoption.

Tiffany remembers hearing something over and over again in her meet-
ings with CCCS, and it’s something she shares with others: “They kept 
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saying that the right baby goes to the right family, and you just have to 
believe that, and that’s what happened. It can happen to you.”

FOSTER CARE PARENTS
CCCS provides education, coaching and support to parents who have 
been approved for foster care by the state of Arizona. Cheryl and Nick 
are one couple who have benefitted from CCCS’ resources.

“We actually looked at several organizations, but chose Catholic 
Charities,” says Nick. Cheryl added that their choice has been proven 
right. They know other foster care parents who chose other agencies 
and complain that it’s hard to get a timely reply to questions and re-
quests for help. “We’ve never experienced that with Catholic Charities,” 
says Cheryl.

Cheryl and Nick say that the process with the state is extensive. 
Fingerprinting, questions about personal and familial backgrounds, 
home inspections, and all the paperwork help to assess the ability 
of persons to be foster parents. CCCS also helps by making sure that 
couples know what they are getting into. CCCS offers training on how 
to respond in different situations such as treating a child who is hurt, 
dealing with medications, and protecting children from possible dan-
gers in the home.

Nevertheless, foster parenting is “not something you can fully prepare 
for until you’re in it,” according to Cheryl. She and Nick were surprised 
to discover that the major challenges come not with caring for the chil-
dren, but with dealing with the state: the attorneys, judges, and the 
courts. The rewards of helping children, however, outweigh the chal-
lenges, although Cheryl and Nick admit that their expectations of foster 
parenting evaporated fairly quickly once they were actually doing it.

So far they have fostered seven children, and they have a different mo-
tivation now for continuing in this ministry. “We went into it with the 
initial thought that we were going to complete our family, but that’s 
not what foster parenting is about,” says Cheryl. Once they welcomed 
a child into their home, and experienced the awesome responsibili-
ty, both Nick and Cheryl quickly became focused on the needs of the 
child. “The point is being there for a child in a time of need because 
the parents are not able to provide support at that time. Ultimately the 
goal is to reunify the family.”

When asked what it’s like to have children come in and out of one’s life, 
Nick replied: “Of course we bond with them, but for us the most im-
portant thing has been giving skills that [the children] will have wheth-
er or not they are with us, like starting to learn their ABC’s, learning 
colors, learning to walk, starting potty training. Those sorts of things 
that they will be able to take with them. So even though we’re only in 
their lives for a small amount of time, we’re always with them regard-
less of whether they remember us or not.”

In Arizona, there are more than 17,000 children in care by someone 
other than family, and hundreds of them are staying in group homes run 
by the Department of Child Safety because there are not enough foster 
families. Sadly, most of the children in need of foster care cannot live 
safely with their birth parents. Still, as Cheryl and Nick discovered, the 
goal remains reunification with their families. “Foster care,” Nick says, 

“is really about being a bridge for the kids to walk, from the trauma 
back to their house with their parents, and being a way that allows par-
ents the time to get things right in their lives.” Birth parents, who have 

had children removed from their care, must complete parenting class-
es in order to have their children returned. Many of the birth parents 
also have to undergo treatment to address problems like substance 
abuse. In the meantime, foster families come to the aid of the children.

The experience of being foster parents has been so positive overall 
for Cheryl and Nick that they encourage other parents to at least con-
sider it.  Their experience has provided them with a bit of wisdom that 
they pass on to interested couples. Top on their list of suggestions is to 
work with CCCS: “They have been phenomenal,” Cheryl says. “Catholic 
Charities really supports foster parents with resources and advice. 
Really it’s like a ‘co-partnering’ relationship.”

Other advice that Cheryl and Nick would pass on to potential foster 
care parents is to communicate often: With each other, with family, and 
with God. Coming to the decision to foster parent deserves prayer and 
discernment. Why are we doing this? What do our families think? Do 
we have the resources to care for the children – emotionally and finan-
cially? Cheryl and Nick learned that “fostering is not about serving a 
personal need, but serving the need of a child.”

For Cheryl and Nick the answer to their prayers and the feedback from 
all their conversations, including talking with CCCS at the beginning, 
felt like a gust of wind pushing them forward. Actually doing the foster 
care confirmed their decision. “As we have tried to listen to God, we 
feel that he has called us to continue, because there is more need and 
we have the resources to do it.”

Their last word of advice is simply to be open: “If you have room in your 
hearts and your home, then please consider opening your doors and 
inviting in the wonderful opportunities that await you.” n

“...fostering is not about serving a personal 
need, but serving the need of a child.”

— Cheryl and Nick
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Larry Smith, President and CEO of Catholic Charities 
Archdiocese of Denver (CCAD), must like jigsaw puzzles, 
not the children’s variety with 10 or 12 large tiles, but the 

wonderfully complex ones with hundreds of tessellating pieces 
that, when finally fitted together, present one beautiful work of art 
made from many parts.

A perfect example of this kind of work, according to Larry, is the 
Continuum of Care that CCAD offers its clients. Larry was asked 
specifically about CCAD’s services to women in need, who have 
an unexpected pregnancy or have children with no means of sup-
port, but he wanted to set those services in a broader context: 
“We take care of people from conception to natural death. The 
early life issues are just one piece of that continuum, but they 
are tied into all the other pieces, because you can’t take care of 
a child in the womb unless you’re taking care of the mom, and 
the family, and sometimes the mom’s family, and the dad, and all 
these other pieces of the puzzle.”

In terms of the “other pieces,” CCAD has been serving northern 
Colorado since 1927 with multiple ministries. According to Larry, 
CCAD manages about 60 properties connected to various servic-
es across 40,154 square miles comprised of 25 counties. This 
area goes from the Kansas-Nebraska border to Utah, basically the 
top northern third of the state of Colorado, corresponding to the 
boundaries of the Archdiocese of Denver.

CCAD has four primary divisions (exclusive of emergency services, 
such as rental and utility assistance, immigration services, etc.): 

(1) Archdiocesan Housing, which consists of 26 apartment build-
ings, with number 27 scheduled to open next year; (2) Housing 
and Shelter which includes three major shelters for the general 
population. The shelters offer two programs: overflow and extend-
ed stay. Overflow allows the client to come in at night and leave 
the next morning. Extended Stay is a case-managed program that 
allows families to stay up to four months. During their stay, family 
members have to do chores and participate in some kind of train-
ing, whether it is working on education or job skills; (3) Family 
and Child Care Services includes six childcare centers for chil-
dren aged six weeks to five years old, as well as in-home counsel-
ing for families and senior services and kinship care; (4) Women’s 
Services rounds out the divisions and includes helping women 
with early life issues, a primary focus for CCAD recently.

The focus on women and early life issues came about through 
a basic realization that Larry explains: “We believe that simply 
saying ‘don’t have an abortion’ is not enough; what’s needed is 
giving that woman compassion and love, trying to show her that 
you care, and to bring that love and compassion of Jesus Christ 
to her.”

The focus has to be on the whole person, which goes back to the 
concept of Continuum of Care. Larry says that CCAD’s Women’s 
Services has been fine-tuned and expanded recently to bring that 
realization to life. For instance, CCAD’s pregnancy centers have 
been rebranded as “Marisol Health.” The name “Marisol” evokes 
the beauty and essence of nature, with mar meaning sea and sol 
meaning sun. It’s also a combination of Maria de la Soledad – 

IN THE ARMS OF 
MARY

C A T H O L I C  C H A R I T I E S  O F  T H E  A R C H D I O C E S E  O F  D E N V E R :

“We take care of people from conception to natural death. The early life issues are just one piece of that 
continuum, but they are tied into all the other pieces...”

— Larry Smith, President and CEO of Catholic Charities Archdiocese of Denver
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Our Lady of Solitude – referring to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Larry says, 
“We wanted to be in the arms of the Blessed Virgin in all that we do.”

The new approach to Women’s Services at CCAD is manifested in a 
number of concrete ways. Three in particular will be detailed below: 
pregnancy centers; housing for single mothers and children; and hous-
ing for homeless women. Undergirding and supporting them all is the 
Office of Respect Life, which is under the direction of Lynn Grandon. 

Lynn describes her work as helping “to build a culture of life,” which 
means she and her many volunteers are praying and educating a lot. 
Emblematic of the prayer effort is “Prayer in the Square,” which brings 
people together in public spaces to pray for the sanctity of all human 
life, from children in the womb to men and women suffering religious 
persecution in foreign lands. On Saturday, June 4, 2016, for example, 
the Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 300 people gathered in six 
public locations across the archdiocese to pray that the dignity of the 
human being will be respected always and everywhere. 

Lynn also visits many schools to educate students about life issues, 
and how those issues relate not only to faith but also to science. On 
a visit to an eighth-grade classroom, Lynn had brought a model of a 
30-week-old baby, which is used to teach about the gestation process. 
Lynn says it’s always a joy to help students see pregnancy and birth 
in a positive light. She will never forget one girl in particular, who held 
the model baby in her hands and perceived, as if for the first time, how 
God brings life to the world.

MARISOL HEALTH CENTERS

Prayer and education are the foundation to working with young, single 
mothers about to give birth or who have already given birth. At the 
same time good works are necessary, and specifically for the woman. 
“Sometimes we forget,” says Larry, “that you have to help the woman 

before you can help the child that she’s carrying. And so that is our 
focus now, focusing on the woman first, meeting her where she is and 
helping her, and then we get to talk about her baby. And how we can 
help her keep that baby, and more importantly have a life with that child.”

One major step toward helping women in need has been the consoli-
dation of pregnancy centers to include an affiliation with Bella Natural 
Women’s Care. Services will be provided at several convenient lo-
cations: Denver, Lafayette, Englewood and an information center on 
the University of Colorado Campus in Boulder. Marketing will include 
online digital campaigns to reach women who are interested in authen-
tic, holistic care – spanning both medical and social services. The part-
nership with Bella means that CCAD can offer its clients the full range 
of OBGYN services. “We want people to think of us as a place where 
women can get life-giving and comprehensive medical services, and 
not just an ultrasound,” Larry says.

Larry is quick to point out, however, that “any time you save even one 
child, that is a success.” Still, since CCAD is committed to bringing the 
love of Jesus Christ to each person whom they serve, the care has to 
be comprehensive. Many of the young women who come to CCAD are 
grasping for a helping hand, after having been abandoned by boyfriends 
or encouraged by others to have an abortion.  Moreover, being steeped 
in the dominant culture, many of them will say “I’m pregnant, now my 
life is over, it’s gone, my career, my education, my fun, it’s over.” Larry 
says CCAD counters with another message: “Hold on, we got you. We 
really got you. We’re not going to stop helping you until you and your 
child can live a life of dignity and achieve your dreams.”

Shaina Palumbo, Marisol Health program director in Denver, says that 
part of the job is simply to help women slow down. They are usually in 
an intense emotional moment, afraid, and in a crisis mode, especially 
first-time mothers. “We help women explore all of their options: parent-
ing, adoption, and while we do not refer for abortions, we do talk about 
the reality of abortions so that when they leave here they can make a 

fully-informed decision.” With the expanded services available, Shaina 
adds that they are able to offer comprehensive care, not only OBGYN 
services but also housing, mentoring, education, childcare, counsel-
ing: in other words, all the many services that come with being part 
of CCAD.

HOUSING FOR SINGLE MOTHERS AND THEIR 
CHILDREN

If a woman has been helped by CCAD to have her baby and is in need 
of a home, or for any single mother in need, there are homes run by 
CCAD where the woman and her child are welcome. One of them is 
Marisol Home, formerly the Father Ed Judy House. Opened in 2005, 
it provides an extended stay option for women and their children who 
have not been able to find stable housing. There are nine rooms avail-
able, but usually six or seven families inhabit the space at any one time, 
depending on the number of children a woman may have. A mother 
with multiple children is given two rooms. “We’re pretty much always 
full,” says Theresa Miller, Children’s Program and Volunteer Coordinator. 
“On average, families are here for three months, and during their stay 
they meet with case managers once-a-week to work on housing, fi-
nance, or whatever other barriers the moms face that preclude them 
from housing.”

Theresa says that Marisol Home is unique in that, “unlike other home-
less programs, this is the only program that extends indefinitely, as long 
as the families continue to work to find housing and prepare to move 
out.” Indeed, it began as a way to meet a need in Denver: “Often fami-
lies would hop from shelter to shelter, so we opened to serve as an in-
between for emergency housing and long-term transitional housing.” 
During their stay, women and children go to work or school, and they 
are responsible for living as a community, which means keeping the 
place clean, sharing laundry facilities and food storage space. Case 

managers meet each week with families to help them keep on course, 
and they also make referrals to other services, as needed. Theresa is 
very proud of the way CCAD takes care of its clients: “It has been amaz-
ing seeing all of these ministries really partnering together.” She says 
that Marisol Home keeps working with families too, even when they 
have made a successful transition out: “One family has been out for 
seven years now, and our services with them have waxed and waned 
with their needs.”

HOUSING FOR HOMELESS WOMEN

One of the more surprising needs of women, even pregnant women, 
has been emergency housing. As CCAD began focusing on fine-tun-
ing and expanding women’s services, they realized that, whereas there 
were around 2,000 homeless shelter beds in Denver, maybe 50 to 60 
of them were for women. Larry says, “I think part of the reason is by 
accident. Men are more visible. Women hide. If you’re a woman on the 
streets, you’re more likely to be physically abused than a man. Most of 
the women in our homeless shelters have been raped and are victims 
of domestic abuse. Women are more likely to sleep in cars, couch surf, 
and use motels.” 



The response to this situation, once realized, was swift. In December 
2014 CCAD opened the Holy Rosary Shelter, which began at a parish 
of the same name but has since moved to a section of the Samaritan 
House, CCAD’s very large shelter in downtown Denver which provides 
127,000 nights of shelter each year and serves 455,000 meals in the 
same time period, including food for low-income children in daycare. 
Holy Rosary is able to offer 300 women a place to sleep each night in 
the Samaritan House and an additional off-site shelter.

Stephanie Walters, who is the director of Holy Rosary, confirms that 
there is a growing need: “We just can’t pedal fast enough. Three times 
a night we have a bus that ferries women from Samaritan House to 
the off-site shelter.” According to a June 15 study by the Metro Denver 
Homeless Initiative, 690 women are homeless on any given night in 
Denver. CCAD estimates that between 30 and 40 percent of these 
women are over 60 years old. Holy Rosary is seeing more of the 
women, Stephanie says, because it’s a safe place to go. Many women 
would prefer to remain in a broken, even harmful, relationship rather 
than take the risk of going to an unsafe shelter. “I really believe it’s be-
cause of our mission statement and the faith we put into treating the 
ladies with dignity and respect, meeting them where they’re at, that we 
now see them coming out of the woodwork. It’s amazing,” Stephanie says.

Holy Rosary also is the gateway to the other services provided by CCAD. 
“There are so many different ladies that we see here,” Stephanie says. 
“You’ve got pregnant women, seniors, Department of Correction ladies. 
It’s really interesting.” However, the women who come to Holy Rosary 
do have something in common: “They’re constant rule breakers,” ac-
cording to Stephanie. The reason is that many of them are dealing with 
multiple, underlying issues like substance abuse, abandonment, and 
rejection. Some of the women are not ready, or not able, to work on 
those issues. When they do make some changes and demonstrate the 
ability to enter a more structured program, CCAD is there to help them. 

Stephanie says, “It really comes down to the dignity and respect and 
the faith-based piece: we just love everyone who comes through the 
door and try to help her get from point ‘A’ to point ‘B.’”

Considering the amazing work of CCAD, and the passion of everyone 
involved, from the president and CEO to staff members and volunteers, 
the maxim of St. James comes to mind: “Be doers of the word and not 
hearers only” (1:22). When the people of CCAD say they will help you, 
it’s not a hollow comment. When it comes to women’s issues in par-
ticular, the services truly respond to the needs of the whole person. 
“When a woman comes to us,” Larry says, “we say, ‘hey, we love you; 
how can we help you?’ If she’s pregnant and has medical needs, we’ve 
got that covered. If she needs a place to live, we’ve got that covered. 
If she needs her GED, we can help her with that. Job training too. We 
have case managers who work with the women, to get whatever they 
need. So within the context of Catholic Charities, a woman can find a 
place to live, get food to eat for her and her baby, educational servic-
es, job search, apartment search, childcare, and counseling. Through 
our combination of medical and social services, we provide literally a 
continuum of care.”

Larry says that he is asked often a familiar line of questioning: How 
many ministries do you have? Who are the people you help? How many 
people do you serve? What kinds of demographics are you working 
with? They are important questions and the answers impact the man-
agement of a social service organization. Yet, Larry also speaks about 
the beauty of Catholic Charities, which cannot be captured in statis-
tics: “We have the most complex groups of services, faith, history, love 
and tradition, and it can be boiled down to a simple and elegant con-
cept. We help only two kinds of people: those with the need to give and 
those with the need to receive.” In other words, when all the pieces of 
the puzzle are fitted together, what you get is love. n

“We help only two kinds of people: those  
with the need to give and those with the 
need to receive.”

— Larry Smith, President and CEO of Catholic Charities Archdiocese of Denver
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When Dagny Bartlett became pregnant, her boyfriend walked 
out of her life. Without a large support network, she thought 
it would be best to place her daughter for adoption. Still she 

had worries. “I don’t know if at that time in my life I could have even 
parented a child. It was scary. But it also terrified me that maybe I was 
making the wrong decision,” she said.

Soon after, Dagny reached out to Catholic Charities of Southern Nevada 
(CCSN) Adoption Services. “Catholic Charities listened to what I needed 
for my child and made it happen in the best possible way,” she said.

Throughout her pregnancy, Dagny received support and education that 
cleared up misconceptions about adoption.

“To choose adoption is a selfless choice of love. Birth mothers have 
to love their children; if they didn’t, they wouldn’t have chosen life.  
Adoption gives a child a life they could never have had otherwise,” 
she said.

As her due date neared, Dagny decided she wanted an open adop-
tion, which meant that while the adoptive family would raise the child, 
Dagny would still be able to visit and be a part of her life. “If you 
choose openness for your adoption you will be full of joy and happi-
ness,” she said.

While Dagny has experienced the joy of seeing her daughter Madelynn 
grow up, she has bonded with the adoptive family too. “The day I met 

them, they told me if it wasn’t for my choice, they wouldn’t have a 
family. They hugged me and kissed me and we all cried,” she said.

Dagny has developed and maintained a relationship with Madelynn 
and her adoptive parents through open adoption.  The relationships 
have grown over the years. Dagny is able to celebrate holidays and 
birthdays with Madelynn and her family, and Madelynn experiences 
the love of both her adoptive and her birth family.  

Looking back, Dagny has no regrets and now speaks at adoption sup-
port groups held at CCSN. “Adoption is one of the best decisions I ever 
made,” said Dagny. n

My family and I are grateful supporters of Catholic Charities as 
both contributors and volunteers. Currently I have the privi-
lege of being a member on the Board of Directors.  The work 

of Catholic Charities is a real sign of God’s love and compassion in our 
community. We are personally grateful for the gift of that love and its 
dramatic impact on our lives. In fact our family was actually formed 
with the help of Catholic Charities.

When my wife Ali and I were married, we held the joyful anticipation 
of starting a family.  Unfortunately, our joyful anticipation quickly dissi-
pated.  After Ali experienced multiple miscarriages her doctor indicated 
that her chances of carrying a baby to term were very low.

While suffering through the profound disappointment, Ali sought the 
council of our pastor at Gesu Church.  He asked if we had considered 
adoption and recommended that we speak with Catholic Charities.

Having four adopted nieces and nephews, we had always talked about 
adopting children at some point in our lives.  We were very open to 
adoption but had not expected that it would happen under these 
circumstances. We contacted Catholic Charities but were initially in-
formed that there were no openings in the program.

We also explored other adoption alternatives but never found one that 
felt like the right choice.  Our feelings of disappointment grew.  We had 
always believed that God’s calling for us included having children.

Suddenly, our circumstances changed when we received a call from 
Catholic Charities. An opening had unexpectedly occurred in their 

adoption program.  On short notice we were asked to attend an infor-
mational meeting.  Concerned about experiencing another disappoint-
ment, Ali asked that I attend on our behalf.

At the meeting, God clearly spoke to me.  The love and compassion 
demonstrated by Catholic Charities for all those involved – adoptive 
and biological parents, and adopted children – was overwhelming.  I 
immediately knew that this was God’s plan for us. Overcome by such a 
feeling of euphoria, I could not wait to speak with Ali.

We entered the program and completed all classes and requirements. 
Through God’s grace, five months after that initial meeting, our son 
Adam was born.  Bringing him home from the hospital on Valentine’s 
Day, Ali still says he was the best Valentine’s gift she ever received.

Adding to God’s gifts, at the point we knew that the adoption would 
proceed, we learned that Ali was pregnant. Our son Tommy was born 
later that same year.  Always wanting children, we felt extremely 
blessed.  The blessings multiplied when our next son, Scott, was born 
two years later.

God’s love and compassion were delivered through the work of Catholic 
Charities. Although not the path we expected, the journey we travelled 
gave us an extraordinary appreciation for the gift of our sons, a gift 
we truly believe to be from God.  We are eternally grateful for Catholic 
Charities and the impact they have had on our family. n

CATHOLIC CHARITIES DIOCESE OF CLEVELAND:

A MOVING ADOPTION EXPERIENCE
Andy Schuler, Board Member

VIGNETTES OF LIFE

CATHOLIC CHARITIES SOUTHERN NEVADA:

TO CHOOSE ADOPTION IS A CHOICE OF LOVE
Leslie Carmine, Media and Community Relations Director

“Adoption gives a child a life they could 
never have had otherwise.” 

— Dagny Bartlett



Frank Patrinicola remembers exactly where he was the day he 
got the phone call. The 52 year-old operations consultant for 
Dupont was in the company parking lot after work preparing for 

the drive home to South Jersey when he decided to check his voicemail.

“As soon as she said, ‘I’m from Catholic Charities,’ I knew something 
was up,” he said. “And the reason is I always have known that I was 
adopted.”

When he returned the call, he heard the news that would change his 
life. His birth mother, Judi Bullock, had initiated a search for him and 
wanted, if possible, to meet.

Patrinicola, at first, was a little apprehensive. He had never felt the 
need to search for his birth family. Growing up he adored his adoptive 
parents (who were deceased by the time he got the call). He had his 
own family, a wife and two children, and he didn’t take the prospect of 
introducing a new figure into their family lightly.

His apprehension was small compared to Bullock’s. Now 67, Bullock 
was 16 when she gave birth to Frank. At the home for girls in Atlantic 
City where she stayed during her pregnancy, the mothers had two 
weeks with their babies before signing the papers that would hand the 
children over for adoption. But unlike most of the other girls, Bullock 
never heard for sure whether her baby was going to be adopted.

“That was one of the things that was very sad for me. I had this feeling 
like maybe he was put up in foster homes or passed around,” she said.

It was 1964, and the pregnancy was never discussed again in Bullock’s 
home or at her school or with anyone, except one of the girls from the 
home with whom she kept in touch over the years. “Back in those days 
you just forgot about it,” Bullock said. “It was taboo.”

But she never forgot about her son; she carried a picture of him in her 
purse that she had taken secretly right after his birth. She later mar-
ried happily and had two daughters. As she got older, however, she kept 
wondering. She worried about disrupting her son’s life, but she also 
needed to know if he had been adopted, and she thought he might 
appreciate knowing his medical history. With encouragement from her 
family, she decided to begin a search.

Getting in touch with Catholic Charities, the agency that had placed 
Patrinicola for adoption, was just the first step. Bullock sent an email 
in March and the reunion wouldn’t take place until June. In between 
were many phone calls and meetings, for both Bullock and Patrinicola, 
with Catholic Charities Director of Adoption Services, Sylvia Loumeau, 
who runs the agency’s Adoptions Research and Reunion program. The 
program facilitates between five and 10 such reunions per year. Last 
year the agency handled nine research and reunion cases, about half 
of them from birth mothers seeking information about their adopted 
children.

Loumeau’s first step after receiving a call from either a birth parent or 
an adopted child is to send paperwork to the individual asking for as 
much information as the individual is able to provide.
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With that information she then searches Catholic Charities’ volumi-
nous adoption files. The agency has facilitated nearly 2,500 adoptions, 
dating back almost to the Diocese of Camden’s founding in 1936. 
From what is available in the file, she compiles a “social history report” 
of non-identifying information. 

From these reports, an adoptee could learn the reason for the adop-
tion, the birth parents’ ethnicities, or their medical history, if it’s avail-
able. A birth parent could learn about the adoptive parents: their eth-
nicity, occupation, and physical description. But neither party would get 
access to identifying information, like names or contact information. 

Loumeau shares the report during an initial counseling session. If that 
information is enough for the searching party, the process ends there. 
But many wish to go further and try to arrange a reunion. If that is the 
case, a series of counseling sessions and interviews begin.

“I try to prepare them for the things they might not have anticipat-
ed,” Loumeau said. “Many have an idealized version of who that other 
person is. While they might anticipate certain negative scenarios, they 
just can’t anticipate all of the eventualities that exist, the full range of 
life experiences that make people who they are.”

If all goes well during that initial interview, Loumeau begins a search 
for the opposite party. In the case of Patrinicola, it didn’t take long. He 
still lived in the same town where he grew up, less than a 10-minute 
drive from the Catholic Charities building in Camden where he was 
adopted. 

After the initial phone call, he came in for his own counseling meet-
ing with Loumeau where he learned about his birth mother who was 
looking for him. 

“Sylvia was doing a lot to protect me. Judy told me later that she knew 
Sylvia was doing some screening,” Patrinicola said. “There was a lot 
of me trying to get comfortable with what [Bullock’s] intentions were. 
When I felt that we had very similar goals and were approaching this in 
a very pragmatic way, then I agreed [to meet].”

On that day in June, Bullock and her husband drove up from Maryland 
and Patrinicola and his wife drove down the street. Patrinicola walked 
down the same hallway where, 52 years earlier, his adoptive parents 
had come to pick him up, and met his birth mother.

“When I saw him walk through the door, all the 51 birthdays that I 
missed just came flashing back,” Bullock said. “The joy that I felt when 
I saw him was just amazing.”

Since the initial meeting, Patrinicola has made several visits to 
Maryland, to see his mother. He’s met two sisters he never thought he 
had. The two families have become intertwined; Patrinicola’s daughter 
enjoys texting her new aunt.

“It really is wonderful,” Patrinicola said. “It’s like a new adventure, a new 
chapter. I was an only child my whole life. Now I’m a big brother.” n

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF CAMDEN: 

REUNITED: A LOOK INSIDE ADOPTION RESEARCH 
AND REUNION PROGRAM

“It really is wonderful. It’s like a new adventure, a new chapter.  
I was an only child my whole life. Now I’m a big brother.” 

— Frank PatrinicolaJoanna Gardner, Social Ministries Communicator
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PREPARES (Pregnancy and Parenting Support) is an initiative of 
the bishops of Washington State which enables parish commu-
nities to embody our Catholic commitment to uphold the sanc-

tity and dignity of every human life, especially in the most vulnerable 
early stages. 

In October 2014, at the statewide Cornerstone Catholic Conference, 
the bishops launched the PREPARES program to provide services for 
women and couples from pregnancy to their child’s 5th birthday. This 
began the development of a healthy support network from within parish 
communities and Catholic Charities agencies to pregnant and parent-
ing mothers, fathers, and families. The PREPARES program is directed 
out of the Diocese of Yakima, and PREPARES coordinators were hired 
by Catholic Charities Diocese of Yakima, Catholic Charities Spokane, 
and Catholic Community Services of Western Washington. The program 
area coordinators introduce PREPARES to parishes, recruit and train 
volunteers, and build relationships with other pregnancy and parenting 
support programs in each parish and community. The statewide coordi-
nator, based in Spokane, regularly convenes all the coordinators to de-
termine best practices for volunteer training and client services and to 
collaborate on outreach efforts. In 2014, PREPARES received five years 
of funding through a grant from the CCHD Strategic National Grant 
Program to help expand and support program implementation efforts. 

PREPARES is modeled after existing pregnancy and parenting sup-
port programs with the added goal of developing a statewide, parish-
based coordinated response to the pressing needs faced by families. 
PREPARES seeks not only to assure healthy births and avoid the trag-
edy of abortion, but also to provide tangible psychological, social and 
material support to nurture healthy and flourishing relationships that 

uphold the Catholic vision of the family as an essential unit of society. 
PREPARES provides an array of services including rapid response for 
urgent needs such as food, formula, diapers and clothing; mentors for 
moms and dads; support groups and classes for parents; adoption re-
ferrals; natural family planning; and much more. 

PREPARES advertises its services to the entire community and is active 
about demonstrating that the Catholic Church serves all families in 
need. Since its implementation, PREPARES has been introduced to 
every parish in the state, and PREPARES staff have been very busy sup-
porting the development of parish-based ministries to local families. 
PREPARES is also in the process of making culturally-appropriate ad-
aptations, and beginning to work directly with farmworker communities. 
PREPARES has been selected to present at the Catholic Charities USA 
Annual Gathering in Boston in October 2016 to share information on 
the program with other Catholic Charities agencies across the country.

Perhaps most importantly, as PREPARES welcomes and trains volun-
teers, these volunteers are not only learning about how best to serve 
families in need, but also preparing themselves to encounter a deeper 
relationship with God through their service to others, especially to 
those who are struggling with poverty. PREPARES coordinators have 
heard from some volunteers that they were unsure or even afraid to in-
teract with poor people. PREPARES demonstrates to volunteers how to 
encounter another person as the face of Christ and build a relationship 
based on a common value of family. n

Northern Valley Catholic Social Service (NVCSS) serves six rural 
Northern California counties.  Among them is Butte County, 
which is approximately 1.5 hours north of Sacramento.  Butte 

County has a population of 210,000, and 21 percent of the popula-
tion live at or below the federal poverty line.  It is a county which has 
been identified as having the highest Adverse Childhood Experiences 
scores (ACEs) in the state of California and has one of the highest 
child abuse and neglect rates in the state.  Many families are facing 
poverty as well as isolation due to lack of public transportation, living 
in remote areas and having little opportunity to engage in positive 
social interactions.

In 2009, the First 5 Butte County Children & Families Commission 
funded NVCSS to implement the Butte Baby Steps Program (BBS), a 
home visiting program based on the nationally recognized, evidence-
based Healthy Families America program.  This model is a child abuse 
prevention model and promotes nurturing and bonding relationships 
between caregivers and babies.  

BBS provides home visits so families do not have to come into the 
office or find transportation.  A family support worker provides weekly 
home visits to build rapport, provide information and parenting educa-
tion, and helps the family prepare before a baby arrives into the house-
hold. The family support worker can also provide referrals, transporta-
tion to medical appointments, and the one-on-one support families 
need to grow into their role as parents. 

The family support workers promote positive parent/child attachment 
and bonding by incorporating engaging activities that focus on increas-

ing the parents’ knowledge of their children’s development and mile-
stones. Family support workers also weave reflective strategies into 
their home visits to help families talk through problems, explore and 
consider new ideas, accentuate positive skills and strengths, identi-
fy personal feelings, and normalize parenting. BBS staff provide the 

“Partners for a Healthy Baby” curriculum and The Gold Within workbook 
that incorporates easy-to-use handouts and worksheets that follow the 
development of the child to promote family empowerment.

Families find home visits to be fun, entertaining, and informative as 
BBS staff engage in activities that include belly-casting, salt dough 
impressions, and scrapbooking to capture the family’s progress and 
growth during these exciting first years. In addition, family successes 
are celebrated through a progression of goals developed by parents on 
a quarterly basis. As an incentive, families can also earn “baby bucks” 
upon completion of their goals, which can then be redeemed at the 
Incentive Store located at the BBS office.  

Through BBS, staff work closely with young families and their children 
to ensure they have access to services and supports that will pro-
mote healthy, nurturing and bonded relationships for life. Since pro-
gram implementation, child abuse rates have gone down throughout 
Butte County.  NVCSS and BBS have been an integral part in this effort, 
and the program has secured funding through 2020. n

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY SERVICES OF WESTERN WASHINGTON: 

PREPARES (PREGNANCY AND  
PARENTING SUPPORT)

NORTHERN VALLEY CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICE:  

BUTTE BABY STEPS: EVIDENCED-BASED HOME 
VISITATION PROGRAM FOR FAMILIES
Erna Friedeberg, Regional County Director of Program Development, and Diana Sanchez, Program Manager, Butte Baby Steps Lisa Green, Statewide Coordinator and Erin Maguire, Program Area Coordinator
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Over the years, Good Counsel has learned that when it comes to the 
after-effects of abortion, mothers are not the only ones who need help. 
Fathers and other family members, particularly siblings, need assis-
tance too. Younger children, upon learning of the abortion, often are 
filled with questions, Christopher says. One of the most common is 

“why was I chosen?” Responding to these feelings and questions, Good 
Counsel developed Lumina, which is a program that helps anyone who 
needs abortion-related healing. Lumina includes a network of women 
and men who have been through the healing process themselves and 
are willing to walk with a person who wants healing too. Lumina also 
offers retreats and provides training for clergy and mental health pro-
fessionals on post-abortion stress.

Christopher offered a striking example of what Lumina has done for 
people through a story about a woman named Beverly.* In her late 
60s, Beverly had been hospitalized every year, for many, many years, 
on a particular date for psychiatric trauma. She had seen doctor after 
doctor, none of whom offered any insight into her suffering. Sick of it 
all, Beverly decided to commit suicide. As she was cleaning her home 

– “so as not to leave a mess for her children” – she stumbled across an 
advertisement and phone number for Lumina. Christopher said that 
the moment for Beverly was similar to what is described in the canticle 
of Zechariah: “The dawn from on high shall break upon us, to shine on 
those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, and to guide 
our feet into the way of peace.”

Beverly talked for four hours on that first phone call to one of Lumina’s 
counselors about an abortion she had had years ago, and it was the 
first time she felt that she had been understood by any psychologist 

or counselor. The doctors she had seen in the past presupposed no 
lasting effect from an abortion. For Beverly, the healing process began 
when she was able to speak openly about the abortion. She told the 
counselor that she was pressured into it by her husband and that she 
had wanted to keep the child. Giving in to her husband’s demand, 
she decided to keep quiet about the matter. Still, the day of the abor-
tion was seared into her memory, and though she tried to forget, she 
would begin to get sick as the anniversary approached. With the help 
of Lumina, Beverly was able to accept God’s love for her again and to 
forgive herself. She even started working for Good Counsel.

Looking back over the 31 years that he has worked at Good Counsel, 
Christopher is proud of the accomplishments, all of which he attributes 
to God’s good grace. “God wants to bring good out of every pain in our 
lives,” Christopher says. Each of us needs to be able to walk through 
the pain, trusting in God’s mercy. However, we do not have to do it 
alone, and in fact each of us can be an instrument of God’s grace and 
mercy if we cooperate with him. That’s the legacy of Good Counsel: 
being an instrument of God’s grace to women and their children when 
they need it the most. n

Back in the early 1980s, Christopher Bell lived and worked at 
Covenant House, the well-known homeless shelter for youth 
in New York City. Two-thirds of the homeless children there at 

the time were young boys. Yet, as he walked the streets around Times 
Square, Christopher kept seeing young girls with babies, who were 
homeless and coming into the shelter too. Praying Psalm 68 during 
Morning Prayer one day – God is the father of the fatherless and de-
fender of widows (cf. v. 6) – Christopher asked himself, “Why doesn’t 
someone help mothers and their babies?” They were not widows and 
orphans, strictly speaking, but they were certainly abandoned.

The question stuck in Christopher’s mind, and soon the answer became 
clear that he was the “someone” who needed to act. However, he also 
knew that he could not act alone. His spiritual director at the time, Fr. 
Benedict Groeschel (July 23, 1933—October 3, 2014), offered to help. 
The result is what has come to be known as Good Counsel homes, 
but what started as St. Francis Home for Girls in a former convent in 
Hoboken, N.J. on March 10, 1985.

Christopher is the director of Good Counsel, the headquarters of which 
remains in Hoboken, but now includes four homes – in the Bronx, 
Westchester and Rockland counties, New York, and in Riverside, N.J.  
Good Counsel also has a post-abortion referral network called Lumina. 
Although there has been much growth since 1985, including Good 
Counsel’s assistance to other groups opening similar homes in eight 
states, the reason for Good Counsel remains the same.  As Christopher 
says, “If you’re pregnant and in need, we will help you.” Moreover, help 
is extended not only to women across the country, but also to fathers, 
families, and siblings via the Lumina network.

Christopher will never forget the first woman who asked for help: 
“Deidre* (who was 19) came to us with her newborn Robby* in her 
arms.” She was a former Covenant House resident, who had been preg-
nant for the first time as a younger teenager. Deidre told Chris that her 
mother said, “Go take care of the problem.” Deidre understood that 
this meant having an abortion; it became the most traumatic experi-
ence of her life. Lying on a stretcher in a hallway after the abortion, she 
was in pain physically and emotionally. She could not stop screaming, 

“I killed my baby.” After being told to be quiet and still unable to cease 
her cries, Deidre was rolled into a room and left alone.

When Deidre became pregnant again and gave birth to Robby, she 
needed material assistance. But when she went to Christopher her first 
concern was spiritual. “She asked me two questions,” says Christopher, 

“that began my education in working with young women who were preg-
nant or new mothers: ‘If someone asks if Robby is my first baby, what 
do I tell them?’ and ‘Where do you think my first baby is?’” Time had 
not erased Deidre’s memory; she still worried about her first child. 
Christopher assured Deidre of God’s love for her and the child. He also 
realized that the care Good Counsel needed to provide for Deidre and 
any others affected by abortion had to be holistic, caring for the entire 
human being, body and soul.

Since helping Deidre and Robby in 1985, Good Counsel has provid-
ed shelter and support to 7,030 homeless mothers and, just this past 
June (2016) the 1,000th baby was born to one of the resident moth-
ers. The average stay for a woman and her child is a little over a year, 
and once they leave they become part of a follow-up program that 
links each woman to a “Big Sister” who helps in the transition.

*Name is changed to protect privacy.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON GOOD COUNSEL AND LUMINA:
Good Counsel: 1-800-723-8331  | www.goodcounselhomes.org.  

Lumina: 877-LUMINA-1 | postabortionhelp.org.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW YORK: 

GOOD COUNSEL: OFFERING PREGNANCY 
ASSISTANCE TO HOMELESS WOMEN

Photos: Jeffrey Bruno for Good Counsel Homes

David Werning
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Catholic Charities North Dakota (CCND) recently held a class-
room presentation on parenting and adoption at a high school. 
A student asked if twins were ever separated in the adop-

tion process.  The student didn’t know it, but it was a timely question.  
CCND had just facilitated the adoption of two sets of twins. The answer 
is no; twins are never placed in separate homes, but the question led 
to a good discussion about adoption and parenting.  The students 
wondered if adoption, compared to the ideal of a child being raised 
by his or her own parents, could ever be a good option.  Based on the 
observations of CCND’s Pregnancy, Parenting and Adoption Services, 
here are four good reasons for birth parents and adoptive parents to 
consider adoption.

#1 – God has a Plan – There are too many coincidences that happen 
in the adoption process for it not to be the work of the Lord.  For exam-
ple, one couple, who prayed to have a child, discovered that they could 
not conceive one. They turned to adoption as a way to grow their family 
and completed the state’s application process, which included a one 
year, renewable agreement to be considered as adoptive parents.  As 
the expiration date got closer, the couple concluded that being parents 
was not part of God’s plan for them.  They also decided that they would 
not renew the agreement. However, it turns out that God did have plans. 
On the last day the couple’s agreement was still in effect, CCND re-
ceived a call that a young woman had delivered a child and wanted to 
make an adoption plan.  The woman reviewed all the profiles of wait-
ing families and chose the couple. 

#2 – It Preserves Life – When a birth mother (or couple) is unable to 
parent the child, adoption allows the birth parents to choose life.  The 
decision can bring grief and loss for the birth parents, but it also can 
be a selfless decision allowing the child to be raised by adoptive par-
ents who are eager and able to do so.  Still, expectant parents are ed-
ucated about parenting as well as adoption; they work together with 
CCND social workers to reach the best decision for all.  

#3 – Goals can be obtained – Adoption meets the needs of the adop-
tive family, birth parents, and the child.  Many couples struggle with 
infertility, so adopting a child allows them to become parents.  Birth 
parents make an adoption plan for various reasons such as finish-
ing college, establishing a career, or providing adequately for children 
already in their care.  Obviously people can reach different conclu-
sions regarding why adoption is necessary for them. However,  the main 
motive in the adoption process needs to be what is best for the child. 

For expectant families who choose to make an adoption plan, the 
CCND staff will walk them through the legal process, help them choose 
an adoptive family for their child, and facilitate the relationship with 
the adoptive family.  Support is provided to birth parents throughout 
the pregnancy, delivery and post-partum periods. 

#4 – Open Adoption Works – The term “open adoption” refers to a rela-
tionship between the biological family of a child and the child’s adop-
tive family. A contract between the two families regulates the amount 
and kind of information to be shared. It also defines the frequency and 

kind of interaction a biological family may have with the child.  Open 
adoption allows the child to grow up knowing his or her birth story and 
to have a relationship with the biological family.  

Until recently, most adoptions in the U.S. were closed and confiden-
tial in order to protect identities and to support the establishment of 
new family bonds.  Not surprisingly, requests for medical histories and 
birth stories from adults who were adopted as children years ago still 
happen regularly. CCND helps to connect these adults with their birth 
parents whenever possible. The reunion can be very emotional, so 
CCND staff work with each person to process feelings and to provide 
support concerning the decision about what kind of relationship, if any, 
the person would like to have with his or her biological family.

The need for search and disclosure services may end, however.  Since 
most contemporary adoptions are open, adoptees grow up already 
knowing their birth families. They also know their medical background, 
why they are musically inclined, or why they have a right foot that is 
slightly longer than their left.  The twins who were adopted this spring, 
for instance, will be raised not only as brothers, but also as members 
of an adoptive family and a birth family, each of which plays a role in 
God’s grand plan.

These four reasons, which may help birth and adoptive parents to 
choose adoption, demonstrate that, when it comes to adoption, 
people participate in something sacred and greater than themselves.  
That’s why the staff at CCND is so dedicated to its clients. It is not un-

common for a CCND social worker to spend days on the hospital family 
birthing unit, sometimes even sleeping overnight, to provide parenting 
support for a new mother or to help a birth family and adoptive family 
work through the emotional moments of an adoption.  The staff advo-
cate for birth mothers (and couples) as well, informing medical per-
sonnel and educating family members about what it takes to make the 
decision for adoption. 

At CCND, services and contact do not expire upon finalization of an 
adoption or after the birth of a child.  CCND staff support everyone, in-
cluding extended family members, before, during and after the adop-
tion process as part of their ministry to share God’s love for all. Once 
you are a client at CCND, you are always a part of the CCND family.  
CCND is convinced that adoption is a great option for families and the 
common good. n

CATHOLIC CHARITIES NORTH DAKOTA: 

IS INFANT ADOPTION A GOOD OPTION?
Kris Haycraft, Program Director of Pregnancy, Parenting and Adoption Services and Chad Prososki, Director of Development & Community Relations

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT CATHOLIC CHARITIES NORTH DAKOTA

Guided by its core values, CCND serves people in need and advocates for the common good. For more than 90 years, 

CCND has provided services to clients across the state regardless of their religion, race, age, gender, or ability to pay.

The Pregnancy, Parenting and Adoption Services program serves the entire state of North Dakota.  There are four 

social workers for adoption and pregnancy services that cover every square mile of the 70,762 square mile state.  

CCND is a private, non-profit, Hague-Accredited agency that provides adoption services to families seeking to grow 

their family through adoption, either within North Dakota or from another state, or through intercountry adoption.  

In 2015, CCND assisted in 25 adoptive placements.  Five of those placements were infants from another state (Iowa 

(2), Florida, Ohio, and Virginia).  Ten adoptive placements were North Dakota born infants; one was an identified 

adoptive placement (meaning the adoptive parents and birth parents knew each other and used an adoption agency 

to arrange and finalize the adoption); and nine were intercountry adoptions from the countries of China, Bulgaria, 

India, Ukraine, the Philippines and Lithuania.
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CCUSA 2016 National Volunteer of the Year Award

2016 Bishop Joseph M. Sullivan Award Winner: Ronald Gering

Bishop Joseph Michael Sullivan (deceased) served as Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of 
Brooklyn and was revered nationwide—in and out of the Catholic community—for his concern for 
the poor and marginalized. In 1961 he was appointed Assistant Director of Catholic Charities’ 
Childcare Division. Four years later he was named the Director. In 1968 Bishop Sullivan became 
Executive Director of Catholic Charities (Brooklyn) and was elected Executive Vice-President of 
the Board of Trustees of Catholic Charities (Brooklyn) in 1979. Throughout his ministry he cham-
pioned the needs of children.

Through the Bishop Joseph M. Sullivan Award CCUSA recognizes a person in the Catholic 
Charities network who has distinguished him/herself for dedicated service and leadership in 

CCUSA Welcomes New Chief Development Officer: Anthony Sciacca

Anthony comes to CCUSA from the Archdiocese of Los Angeles where he served as Director 
of Archdiocesan Appeals for almost three years.  Prior to this he served as Vice President of 
Development for the Catholic Education Foundation which helps fund the Catholic schools of the 
Archdiocese.  In both positions he increased giving by substantial percentages.   

Earlier in his career, Anthony worked for the Boys and Girls Clubs.  Over almost a decade he took 
on increasing responsibilities.  He developed boards, managed programs, and increased the or-
ganization’s fundraising capacities, leading to a successful capital campaign. He also navigated 
the local agency-national office dynamic with the Boys and Girls Clubs, helping to form a tight-
er national network. 

CCUSA also welcomes additional members to the Development team: Sherry-Lea Bloodworth 
Botop, Vice President of Development, Agnes Solatan, Senior Director of Development, Neil 
Burke, Development Specialist; Wil Alveno, Database Manager, and, though not a newcomer, 
Robert Colbert serves as the Major Gifts Officer. 

The National Volunteer of the Year Award is given to an individual who embodies the mission 
of CCUSA, provides critical services to those in need, advocates for justice in social structures 
and calls the entire Church and other people of good will to do the same. Nominations for the 
award come from Catholic Charities agencies. A panel of CCUSA staff, after reading and dis-
cussing all the candidates, select the finalists whose names and applications are given to mem-
bers of the CCUSA Volunteer Managers Network. These members then recommend a nominee to 
the President of CCUSA. For the 2016 National Volunteer of the Year Award, the members kept 
reaching a tie when votes were counted, so the decision was made to select two awardees this 
year: Bishop Emeritus William S. Skylstad of Spokane, Wash. and Colin Arnold. The awards will 
be given at the 2016 Annual Gathering in Boston, Mass.

Bishop Emeritus William S. Skylstad: Since his retirement in 2010, Bishop Skylstad has volun-
teered in many capacities. He spends one day a week at the House of Charity providing day-to-
day survival needs, counseling, and spiritual guidance. The bishop has helped the agency con-
nect to constituents who have been hard to reach, and he has opened doors to donors who 
are eager to support causes he champions. He also volunteers his time offering marriage en-
counter and other retreats. Bishop Skylstad is in a unique position to assist the agency’s work 
and Catholic identity by bringing pastors to the agency for tours, information sessions, and 
collaboration.

Colin Arnold: Mr. Arnold has been washing dishes five days per week, 52 weeks a year, for 21 
years at the Swan Lake Senior Center in Sitka, Alaska. So dependable is he that if he does not 
show up at his regular time, someone goes to check on him. Mr. Arnold’s gift to the senior center 
goes well beyond cleaning. His kind demeanor endears him to the seniors who attend the meal 
program. Everyone’s spirit and well-being are uplifted by Mr. Arnold’s friendliness and example of 
service. n

Bishop Emeritus William S. Skylstad

Colin Arnold

the field of helping children, youth and families. The winner of the 2016 award is Ronald Gering, 
Service Area Director for Children and Family Services, Catholic Charities Diocese of Trenton. Ron 
will receive the award at the 2016 Annual Gathering in Boston, Mass.

Ron joined Catholic Charities in 1975 as a program director for the Family Growth Program, 
which focused on keeping homes safe for children through innovative training and family sys-
tems therapy. Through the years, Ron held increasingly responsible positions that included pro-
gram director, clinical director for Child Services, and division director.

Presently, as the service area director, Ron manages 20 programs meeting the critical needs of 
the most vulnerable children and families in central New Jersey. These programs cover the four 
counties of the Diocese of Trenton and have a total budget of $10 million. Ron has provided 
strong clinical and administrative leadership throughout his tenure and has overseen significant 
growth services, impacting the lives of thousands of children and families.

Ron’s accomplishments and activities go beyond the ones mentioned here. His dedication to 
the safety and welfare of children is worthy of imitation. He has dedicated his life—personal and 
professional—to helping children live better lives. For this reason, he is a model recipient of the 
Bishop Joseph M. Sullivan Award.

Ronald Gering

Anthony Sciacca
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Donna, whose daughter Julia recently experienced a young negotiators program with a 
social worker through the Catholic Charities of Buffalo In-School Social Work Program 
(ISSWP), said the opportunity gave her the “chance to get to know her daughter better.” 
In turn, Julia said she feels like a “different person” and can “hold my ground more and 
I have more confidence.”

Catholic Charities ISSWP collaborates with 10 Catholic diocesan elementary and 
middle schools in Erie and Niagara counties to provide a part- or full-time social worker 
to address any non-academic barriers to school success. This is the 12th consecu-
tive year Fidelis Care has supported the program, recently awarding Catholic Charities a 
$403,850 grant to continue its commitment to make a difference in the lives of youth, 
their families and educators.

The grant reflects part of the money Fidelis Care made available through its 2015 
Community Grant Fund, which are distributed in the eight Roman Catholic dioces-

es across New York State, including The 
Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Buffalo, to nonprofit organizations with 
similar missions and values of service to 
low-income, vulnerable individuals. 

“Year after year, the Catholic Charities In-
School Social Work program has proved to 
be a proactive and effective method in ad-
dressing non-academic barriers that impede 
the academic success of students,” said 
Dennis Walczyk, Catholic Charities’ chief 
executive officer. “We are grateful for the 
long-standing, strong investment by Fidelis 
Care as we work toward our long-term goal 
of continuing to respond to the social and 
emotional needs of students of our Catholic 
schools and their families.”

The ISSWP works to enhance student suc-
cess by providing counseling and compre-
hensive character development skill-building 
activities for students through short-term in-
dividual sessions, small groups and class-
room presentations. Consultation services 
are also available for parents, teachers and 
principals, as well as staff development for 
teachers and principals to expand strategies 
and interventions for strengthening student 
character. Based on the assessment of other 
student or parent needs, linkages to other 
Catholic Charities’ programs are available, 

including mental health counseling, emer-
gency financial assistance, food assistance 
and the Women, Infants and Children nutri-
tion program.                                  

“Our commitment to serve children, fami-
lies and their local communities reaches far 
beyond health coverage,” said Rev. Patrick J. 
Frawley, Fidelis Care president and chief ex-
ecutive officer. “We are proud to support the 
ISSWP for another year as it continues to 
positively impact the lives of young people.”

Approximately 897 students and their fami-
lies were directly assisted by the program 
during the 2015-2016 service year, which 
runs from April to March.

Our Daily Bread Marks Its 35th 
Anniversary
Our Daily Bread (ODB), a Catholic Charities of 
Baltimore program that provides meals and 
other crucial services, commemorated 35 
years – or 12,785 consecutive days – of ser-
vice to Baltimoreans in need on June 1, 2016. 

Since opening its doors in 1981, ODB has 
served more than 7.4 million meals and 
currently serves nearly 700 meals each day, 
seven days a week, and has never missed 
a day of serving in spite of blizzards, hurri-
canes or other events. 

“For 35 years, Our Daily Bread has been a 
lifeline to people in Baltimore who are af-
fected by poverty and homelessness,” said 
Bill McCarthy, Executive Director of Catholic 
Charities of Baltimore. “Every day our col-
leagues and dedicated groups of volunteers 
serve meals and provide hope to our broth-
ers and sisters in need, treating each guest 
with respect and dignity. ODB could not ful-
fill its mission without the amazing and on-
going support of parishes, corporations 
and generous individuals throughout the 
Baltimore area, and we are truly grateful.”

ODB first opened at 17 West Franklin Street, 
now the site of My Sister’s Place Women’s 
Center, and in 2007 moved to its current lo-
cation at 725 Fallsway. The program was re-
named Our Daily Bread Employment Center 
to reflect increased service offerings. Over 
the last year, nearly 250,000 meals were 
served, 205 clients were placed in jobs, 
180 found permanent or transitional hous-
ing, and nearly 4,000 people received case 
management, intake or emergency services.

On June 1, guests at Our Daily Bread en-
joyed a special meal of pizza, salad, water-
melon and cake to mark the event. 

An interfaith prayer service was held on June 1 at the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary to mark Our Daily Bread’s 
35th anniversary. Baltimore Archbishop William E. 
Lori presided over the prayer service.

NETWORK

NOTES

Fidelis Care Awards $403,850 Grant for Catholic Charities In-School 
Social Work Program
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Samaritan House Alters Lives  
of Homeless for 30 Years

Orlandis Barge moved to Denver from St. Louis 
and found himself without a place to stay.

His father offered him a place, but the fa-
ther’s landlord told Barge to move out within 
two weeks. With nowhere else to go, Barge 
sought help at Samaritan House shelter, 
which is operated by Catholic Charities of 
the Archdiocese of Denver (CCAD).

“I’ve never experienced homelessness before. 
It was humbling,” Barge said. “Here I was, a 
26-year-old college graduate, staying at a 
shelter and barely making it.”

After two months, Barge was able to save 
enough money to get on his feet. He now 
works full time at a local telecommunica-
tions company and part time for Holy  
Rosary Women’s Shelter, another shelter  
run by CCAD.

Samaritan House has its roots in 1983 
when a bitter winter and oil bust forced 
hundreds of Denver residents onto the 
streets. Moved by their situation, Msgr. 
Charles B. Woodrich, affectionately called 

“Father Woody,” opened the doors of Holy 
Ghost Parish downtown to offer refuge  
from the cold.

Archbishop James Casey responded to 
the need for housing by converting the old 
Central High School into a shelter for men,

women and children. The Samaritan Shelter 
quickly drew local and national media atten-
tion as it reached full capacity on opening 
night Nov. 8, 1983.

Soon the shelter was bursting at the seams, 
so Archbishop Casey and Father Woody 
worked together to build a new one. Using 
an $8.5 million windfall from selling land 
behind Holy Ghost Parish, Archbishop Casey 
purchased a new lot near Lawrence Street 
and 23rd Avenue. In 1985, construction 
crews broke ground, and less than a year 
and a half later, Samaritan House shelter 
was built. The handsome brick structure with 
a chapel and landscaped courtyard includ-
ed dorms for men and women, family rooms 
and overflow space.

When Samaritan House shelter opened its 
doors on November 22, 1986, it made his-
tory as the first building in America designed 
specifically for the homeless.

Many still battle with homelessness today. 
According to the Metro Denver Homeless 
Initiative, 6,130 men, women and children 
across the Denver Metro area were identified 
as homeless in January 2015. Nearly one 

quarter were newly homeless—or experienc-
ing homelessness the first time for less than 
a year. More than half of the newly home-
less reported having children in their care, 
the study found.

Catholic Charities CEO Larry Smith encour-
aged the community to participate in the an-
niversary events and give of their time, tal-
ents and treasure to lend a helping hand. 

“Give where you can, give to whomever you 
can,” Smith said. For more information about 
Samaritan House, visit samhousedenver.org.

Community Diaper Program
Catholic Charities agencies have the op-
portunity to enroll in the Community Diaper 
Program on Jet.com to buy high quality dia-
pers at non-profit exclusive rates.

Jet.com is an e-commerce marketplace ded-
icated to helping shoppers save more money. 
Founded on three simple values – trust, 
transparency and fairness – Jet is powered 
by smart technology that finds innovative 
ways to pull costs out of the supply chain. 
Jet was launched by the team that built the 
Quidsi family of brands (Diapers.com, Soap.
com, etc), has 1500+ employees, and is 
headquartered in Hoboken, N.J.

In response to a call from the White House, 
Jet announced the launch of the Community 
Diaper Program in March 2016 to make di-
apers more affordable for the 1 in 3 fami-
lies who can’t afford them. Building on Jet’s 
savings engine that identifies excess costs 
and pulls them out of the supply chain, Jet 
worked with diaper manufacturer Cuties to 
take additional measures to bring the price-
per-diaper down to best-in-market rates 
without sacrificing quality, including remov-
ing expensive graphics from packaging and 
adding more diapers per box. The result is 
a Cuties diaper pack that is half the cost of 
the national average, one-third the cost of 
the highest corner store prices, and even 

more affordable than purchasing them from 
a mass retailer or club store. These exclusive 
Cuties diapers are available on Jet (in pack 
sizes NB – Size 6) at an average cost per 
diaper of $0.17.  Nonprofit organizations 
can enroll in the Community Diaper Program 
(at jet.com/jetcares, click on “Nonprofits 
Apply Now” link) to purchase them at an 
even lower average price of $0.13 per diaper.  
Over 740 nonprofits nationwide have 
signed-up to distribute diapers in the eight 
weeks since launch. We’re hoping your orga-
nization can join. 

Camp Scully, Catholic Charities  
of the Diocese of Albany
Camp Scully, a program of Catholic Charities 
of the Diocese of Albany, New York, is a 
day and overnight summer camp for chil-
dren aged 5 to 16 and is accredited by the 
American Camp Association. Camp Scully 
is located on 22 acres abutting Snyder’s 
Lake in North Greenbush, New York.  In the 
Greater Capital Region, Camp Scully is the 
only summer residential camp that targets 
youth from inner city and rural working poor 
communities.  Camp Scully is known in the 
community as a place where no child is 
turned away because of a family’s inabil-
ity to pay.  80 percent of the children that 
attend Camp Scully are provided with a full 
or partial campership, and all of these chil-
dren receive free or reduced lunch during 
the school year at their local school district.  

The goal of the summer food service pro-
gram is to serve meals and snacks to ensure 
that children receive well-balanced meals 
that supply the nutrients and energy for 
their needs. In addition, the activities chil-
dren participate in while at Camp Scully pro-
vide them with science, reading, and math-
ematical skills during the summer months 
when learning loss is such a concern. Camp 
Scully’s focus is to provide a program where 
children can come to a natural, learning en-
vironment to acquire skills that will be valu-

able to them for a lifetime. Camp Scully has 
six core values which guide its daily activi-
ties: Service, Caring, Understanding, Love, 
Loyalty and Youthfulness. 

Camp Scully is a program that is designed 
to carry out the mission of Catholic Charities. 
Its focus on serving and empowering the ec-
onomically poor and vulnerable is demon-
strated through our commitment to offer an 
overnight summer camp experience to youth 
who would otherwise not be able to attend.

Boots4Work

It’s almost impossible to believe, but many 
job seekers turn down employment offers 
because they do not have enough money to 
buy a pair of steel-toed boots or other work 
footwear.  That’s what Catholic Charities staff 
members in Evansville, Indiana, learned 
while conducting due diligence on another 
potential work program.

Within two months of this discovery Catholic 
Charities Evansville had designed, market-
ed and implemented its Boots4Work pro-
gram, which is simple in design and delivery.  
When an employer discovers that a suc-
cessful applicant may not be able to accept 
a job offer for lack of footwear or funds to 
buy boots, a referral to Catholic Charities is 
made.  The job applicant initiates the call 
for help and is given an appointment within 
two days.  After a simple intake procedure 
the client receives a voucher to a local shoe 
store for use in buying the needed footwear.

The goal for the client is simple: to continue 
working at the original or a better job for at 
least one year. Because continued employ-
ment is critical to long-term financial stabil-
ity for clients, Catholic Charities follows up 
with the clients at 1-, 3-, 6- and 12-month 
intervals.  Additional vouchers are offered 
after 6 and 12 months of continued em-
ployment and follow-up engagement with 
Catholic Charities.

Obera Litt is the first of many success stories.  
After six months of unemployment Litt ob-
tained a temporary job with an industrial 

company making $10 per hour.  However, he 
did not have boots or money. After making 
an appointment with Catholic Charities 
and obtaining work shoes, Litt was able to 
accept the position and start working. In 
April 2016, Litt celebrated six months of em-
ployment, was earning $12.50 per hour and 
qualified for health care benefits after 90 
days.  To celebrate, Litt earned a voucher for 
50 percent toward a new pair of boots.  Litt 
is very appreciative of the assistance he re-
ceived from Catholic Charities, saying, “If it 
had not been for your charity I may not have 
been working today.”

Sharon Burns, director of Catholic Charities 
Evansville, says, “We have found a simple 
solution for a simple problem, with great 
outcomes for the clients.  Truly, the Holy 
Spirit is at work.” To help make Boots4Work 
a continued success, go to www.charitiesevv.
org/to-help.html. n
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Father Enrique Camacho, Director of Caritas Puerto Rico, 

never lost hope that the situation in his beloved home-

land would improve. Even a month before Congress and 

the President passed legislation allowing Puerto Rico to 

restructure its $70 billion in debt and establish an advi-

sory board to steer the island’s finances – a time when 

passage was far from certain – Fr. Camacho said, “We still 

have hope. We want to do something better for our island, 

because the people here are really suffering. But we have 

hope. We do.”

The basis of the hope is God’s love, which manifested 

itself through the assistance and solidarity of CCUSA and 

Catholic Charities agencies across the country. Catholic 

Charities agencies sent food and assistance to Puerto 

Rico, while Sister Donna Markham OP, PhD, President and 

CEO of CCUSA, and the CCUSA social policy team urged 

Congress to act on legislation which would provide the 

island with the fiscal space needed to begin reforming 

its economy.

The key to success, according to Fr. Camacho, is just this 

sort of cooperation: “We need to continue to work togeth-

er.” He added that this includes, first and foremost, the 

efforts of the people and politicians of Puerto Rico: “We 

need to work together to create different ways to improve, 

to generate different types of businesses based on our 

advantages like tourism and agriculture. We can work to-

gether to create a better economy, to help families have 

more options than just to leave the island.”

The rejuvenation of Puerto Rico will take time, even with 

the relief that Congress and President Obama have sup-

plied to the island. Fr. Camacho knows that he can count 

on CCUSA and Catholic Charities agencies too. But he is 

especially grateful for his fellow Puerto Ricans who have 

responded so generously.

“There’s a lot of inspiring stories,” says Fr. Camacho. “Our 

people really care and they are trying their best to help. 

We have experienced, for example, a family whose father 

lost his job as a supervisor in a multinational company. 

We helped their children remain in school, paid for their 

school. When the father got another job, he and the family 

stayed with us volunteering for other families. We have a 

lot of stories like that; people are really getting involved.” n
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Sept. 28-30, 2017

Annual Gathering
Houston, TX

Amy Stinger 
astinger@CatholicCharitiesUSA.org

Oct. 10-12, 2016

Annual Gathering
Boston, MA

Amy Stinger 
astinger@CatholicCharitiesUSA.org

Oct. 31—Nov. 4, 2016

Applied Institute for Disaster 
Excellence
Marriottsville, MD

Fani Cruz 
fcruz@CatholicCharitiesUSA.org

CALENDAR
UPCOMING TRAINING & EVENTS

PUERTO RICO
HOPE FOR 

For more information on upcoming events, please  
visit our website! www.CatholicCharitiesUSA.org

Sept. 12-14, 2018

Annual Gathering
Buffalo, NY

Amy Stinger 
astinger@CatholicCharitiesUSA.org
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Put your ideals 
into practice.

Pass along the social teachings 

of the church with a 

professional degree from a 

Catholic School of Social Work.

Barry University
Miami, FL 
(305) 899-3900
www.barry.edu/socialwork

Boston College
Chestnut Hill, MA
(617) 552-4020
www.bc.edu/socialwork

DePaul University
Chicago, IL 
(773) 325-4141
http://las.depaul.edu/msw

Dominican University
River Forest, IL
(708) 366-3463
www.socialwork.dom.edu

Fordham University
New York, NY 
(212) 636-6600
www.fordham.edu/gss

Loyola University of Chicago
Chicago, IL 
(312) 915-7005
www.luc.edu/socialwork

Marywood University
Scranton, PA 
(570) 348-6282
www.marywood.edu/ssw

Newman University
Wichita, KS
(316) 942-4291 ext. 2216
www.newmanu.edu/msw.aspx

Our Lady of the Lake University
San Antonio, TX 
(210) 431-3969
www.ollusa.edu/wordenschool

St. Ambrose University
Davenport, IA 
(563) 333-3910
www.sau.edu/msw

St. Catherine University/
University of St. Thomas

St. Paul, MN 
(651) 962-5810
www.stthomas.edu/socialwork

Saint Louis University
St. Louis, MO 
(314) 977-2752
http://socialwork.slu.edu

Spalding University
Louisville, KY 
(502) 588-7183
www.spalding.edu

The Catholic University of 
America

Washington, DC 
(202) 319-5496
http://ncsss.cua.edu

University of St. Francis
Joliet, IL
(815) 740-5072
www.stfrancis.edu/academics/social-work
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